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A Midsummer Night’s Dream
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The Story: “The course of true love never did run smooth.”
ACT I : Theseus, the Duke of Athens, is to be married to Hippolyta, Queen of the 
Amazons. He orders a magnificent party be prepared in celebration of their wedding. 
However, some other lovers in the city of Athens are not as happy as their ruler.

Hermia and Lysander are a young couple in love. However, Hermia is also loved by 
Demetrius, who has been granted her father’s permission to marry her. According to 
Athenian law, Hermia must either marry the man her father chooses (Demetrius), be sent 
to a nunnery, or be put to death. 

Faced with these unhappy options, Lysander and Hermia plot to leave Athens and Hermia 
confides in her friend Helena about it. As it happens, Helena is desperately in love with 
Demetrius and, hoping to get on his good side, tells him about Hermia’s plan. Lysander and 
Hermia run away together in the woods, with Demetrius after them...and Helena after him. 

This same evening, some extremely amateurish actors gather in the woods to practice a play 
they plan to present in honor of Theseus’ wedding. Meanwhile, the fairies also gather to 
hold their midnight revels. Fairies cannot be seen by mortal eyes unless they choose to make 
themselves visible, and they delight in playing jokes on humans who stray into their realm.

The fairies are led by Oberon and his beautiful queen, Titania - but all is not well with 
the royal couple. He admires her human changeling child, and insists the child join his 
own household - but Titania refuses. Oberon plans to retaliate. He sends his mischievous 
servant Puck to find a certain flower - the juice of which, when placed on a sleeping 
person’s eyes, causes him or her to fall in love with the first creature seen upon waking. 
Oberon plans to make Titania fall in love with some unsuitable creature, hoping to 
embarrass her into admitting she has been too stubborn.

Hearing the young people approaching, Oberon watches as Demetrius searches, pursued 
by Helena. Oberon feels sorry for her. When Puck returns with the flower, Oberon 
instructs him to use it on Demetrius so that he may fall in love with Helena.

Titania, tired from her revelry, asks her fairies to sing her to sleep. When the fairies leave, 
Oberon drops juice from the flower into Titania’s eyes. Meanwhile, Hermia and Lysander, 
lost and weary, lie down to rest. In flies Puck, still searching for Helena and Demetrius. He 
mistakes Lysander for Demetrius, drops some juice in his eyes, and leaves, thinking his 
task is accomplished.

But the real Demetrius runs deeper into the woods, leaving Helena lost and alone. When she 
notices Lysander sleeping nearby and awakens him, Lysander - under the spell of the flower - 
immediately declares his love for her. She flees, confused, and he follows her. Hermia awakens 
soon after, unaware of what has happened, and runs off in search of Lysander.

Hermia runs into Demetrius and demands to know where Lysander is. Getting no answer, 
she storms away. By this time, Demetrius is exhausted and falls asleep. Oberon realizes 
Puck’s mistake and Puck tries to fix it by using the flower potion on Demetrius.

In rushes Helena, still pursued by Lysander. Demetrius wakes up, sees Helena, and 
immediately falls in love with her, just as Lysander did. Helena now has two men after her. She 
is upset and fights them off, believing that Lysander and Demetrius are only making fun of her.



 Meanwhile, the amateur actors practicing their play unknowingly cross paths with the 
fairies. Puck, the prankster, transforms the head of the foolish weaver Bottom into that of 
a donkey. Puck leads Bottom on a chase which ends not far from the sleeping fairy queen.

Intermission (20 minutes)

ACT II: Titania gently awakens to a strange sight. Under the flower’s spell, she falls 
instantly in love with the donkey-headed Bottom and orders her fairies to attend his every 
need. They are puzzled by this command, but cheerfully do their queen’s bidding.

In another part of the woods, Hermia eventually finds the other three and is confused and 
angry. She has absolutely no idea how both of the men who were once in love with her are 
now in love with Helena.

Oberon, realizing the situation, orders Puck to set matters straight. After the exhausted 
lovers fall asleep, Puck again places the potion in Lysander’s eyes, hoping that all will be 
well in the morning. 

The next day, discovered by the hunting party of Theseus and Hippolyta, the lovers 
awaken, now matched in happy pairs, and the previous night seems as insubstantial as a 
dream. Theseus gives both couples permission to marry on this day set aside for his own 
wedding to Hippolyta.

Back in the woods, Oberon lifts the spell on Titania, who is shocked to wake up next to the 
donkey-like Bottom. A very bewildered Bottom, restored to his human form by Puck, reunites 
with his fellow actors just in time to save the play. They present an entertainingly awful tragic 
production, Pyramus and Thisbe, much to the merriment of the wedding guests.

After the play is over, the bridal couples retire. The fairies bless all of the couples and 
their marriages. Oberon and Titania’s fairy kingdom is once again united. Puck’s final 
appearance suggests to the audience that perhaps the entire situation was nothing more 
than a midsummer night’s dream.
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